
SOHP Extends a Long Tradition
of Public Services

In October 2002, the SOHP received an “Innovation
Award” from the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship
Foundation, one of just three such awards made nation-
ally. Designed to advance graduate education in the
humanities by “encourag[ing] Ph.D. students to interact
with the world outside the academy as part of their grad-
uate training,” the Award funded “Sowing Skills,
Harvesting History,” a series of workshops designed to
advance oral history research at the community level.
The workshops, each led by a pair of UNC graduate stu-
dents trained and supported by SOHP staff, drew capac-
ity audiences in Washington, Winston-Salem, and
Waynesville. Additional funding was provided by the
North Carolina Humanities Council, with whom we part-
nered in advertising the workshops.

Workshop leaders Katie Otis and Danny DeVries
(Washington), Angela Hornsby and Rivka Eisner
(Winston-Salem), and Kerry Taylor and Kate Willink
(Waynesville) provided “basic training” in oral history,
discussing oral history theory, interview techniques,
equipment, post-interview processing, and ways to share
and present findings. Attendees, who included leaders of
local historical societies, high school and community col-
lege instructors, representatives of museums and commu-
nity-based civic organizations, college students, and
family historians and genealogists, shared their plans for
a rich array of local oral history studies. Participants’
enthusiasm confirmed our belief that oral history is a
excellent means to forge partnerships between university-
based researchers and the public at large, and our convic-
tion that UNC graduate students make invaluable, and
underappreciated, contributions to the life of the
University and the state.

During the next several months, the six workshop co-
leaders will provide consulting support to local groups
with active oral history projects underway. This effort
will extend the SOHP’s ties to groups producing new his-
torical knowledge across the state, while also enriching
the training of the doctoral students by allowing them to
reach beyond the walls of the academy as a key element
of their graduate training. 

Building on our success, we plan to seek both permanent
University support for such outreach and, in the short
term, further support from the Woodrow Wilson National
Fellowship Foundation. 

Apart from the ‘Innovation Award’ workshops, the SOHP
continued to serve the wider public as a clearinghouse for
oral history expertise, offering advice, support, and train-
ing to a broad constituency. Jacquelyn Hall and fellow
history faculty member and former National Endowment
for the Humanities chair Bill Ferris provided advice to
Sen. Edward Kennedy concerning a prospective major
oral history study of his senatorial career. SOHP coordi-
nator of outreach Beth Millwood spearheaded our ongo-
ing outreach efforts, which involved every member of the
SOHP staff. Besides fielding countless telephone requests
for advice and guidance, Millwood consulted at length,
for example, with representatives from UNC-
Wilmington’s library staff, the Atlantic Beach Historical
Society, and the Historic Greenville Foundation, and
teamed with Southern Historical Collection manuscripts
librarian Linda Sellars to explain the SOHP Collection to
visiting American Studies scholars from Spain and, sepa-
rately, to visiting scholars from Namibia who are begin-
ning an oral history program in that country. Millwood
also facilitated the Namibians’ attendance at an SOHP
oral history workshop. With Jacquelyn Hall, she con-
sulted with Dr. Janna Dieckman in the School of Nursing
on an oral history component of a project documenting
nursing care for the chronically ill. Millwood also joined
SOHP associate director Joe Mosnier for an oral history
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